
HOLY CROSS MEN’S GOLF

Holy Cross has a rich tradition in intercollegiate golf, dating back prior to World War II. The Crusader golf program began in 
1925, and has long since been a model of consistency.

Willie Turnesa ’38 claimed a number of titles in his day. However, his heroics at the U.S. Amateur Golf Championship on Sep-
tember 17, 1938, will forever be etched in the history books at Holy Cross. Turnesa, a three-time New England Intercollegiate 
Champion, defeated Buel Patrick Abbott, 8 and 7, in the final round at the Oakmont Country Club to claim the 42nd U.S. Am-
ateur title.

In 1941, a sophomore by the name of Larry “Smiling” Murphy captured the New England Intercollegiate Championship with 
a 36-hole score of 146, defeating Irving Paterson of Brown by two strokes. Murphy’s triumph led the Crusaders to its fourth 
NEIGA Championship in the first eight years of the event.  

One of Holy Cross’ most decorated golfers is Paul Harney ’52, who was one of the top professionals on the U.S. PGA Tour for 
more than 20 years. Harney won eight U.S. Tour events, including back-to-back victories at the 1964 and 1965 Los Angeles 
Open, and is one of a select group of professionals to have won a U.S. PGA Tour event in three different decades: the 1950s, 
’60s and ’70s. He ranks 136th on the all-time Senior PGA money list. 

In the 1970s, Holy Cross placed three individuals in the NCAA Championships (Jimmy Dee, 1975; Fred Radcliffe, 1976; Dave 
Castellani, 1978), which set the stage for the school’s back-to-back NCAA team appearances in 1982 and 1983. 

Holy Cross continued it success on the greens of New England with second-place finishes at the Metro Atlantic Athletic 
Conference Championship in 1985, ’86 and ’88. In more recent years, Matt Czarnecki claimed the Patriot League indi-
vidual title in 2007 and Steve Zychowski won the New England Intercollegiate championship in 2011, as Crusader golfers 
continue to excel as both amateurs and professionals. In 2010, Zychowski became the first Holy Cross golfer in over 35 
years to compete in the U.S. Amateur. He also qualified in 2012, 2013 and 2014 and made it to the round of 64 during the 
2013 tournament. 

TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE


