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TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE
PATRIOT LEAGUE SUCCESS
The Holy Cross field hockey program has established itself as one of the top programs in the East in recent years. Over the past 20 seasons, 
Holy Cross has made the Patriot League tournament 12 times, with seven title game appearances, three Patriot League championships 
(1997, 1998, 2000), three appearances to the NCAA play-in game and three Patriot League regular season titles.

THE GALLIGAN ERA
Under the direction of former head coach Meg Galligan, the Holy Cross field hockey team created a tradition of unparalleled success. Galligan 
led Holy Cross to 12 Patriot League tournament appearances and won the Patriot League tournament championship three times. In her final 
11 seasons, Galligan compiled a 46-19 record against Patriot League competition. In 2000, Galligan was named the Patriot League Coach 
of the Year for the third time in her career. 

As head coach for 23 season, Galligan’s success came through hard work and determination. The 1993 campaign laid the groundwork for 
future accomplishments. For the first time in 10 seasons of Division I competition, Holy Cross posted a winning record at 12-7-1, and gained 
a berth in the prestigious ECAC Division I Tournament.

The 1994 campaign was equally as impressive. The skilled Crusader defense yielded only 16 goals in 20 games en route to a second-
consecutive winning (12-7-1) record. Holy Cross also established a school record by shutting out nine opponents. The highlight of the 
season was a 2-1 upset of Patriot League rival Lafayette, which assured the Crusaders a berth in the inaugural Patriot League Tournament.

In 1995, the Crusaders made their second-consecutive league tournament appearance after finishing tied for second in conference play. 
After a rebuilding year in 1996, the 1997 and 1998 teams responded with back-to-back league championships. The 1997 squad began 
the season with five-consecutive victories and earned the number two seed in the Patriot League tournament with a 4-2 league mark. By 
defeating Lafayette 2-1 in the championship game, Holy Cross captured its first-ever league crown and earned the right to host the NCAA 
play-in game. Despite a loss to Ball State in the play-in game, the Crusaders bounced back in 1998 and won nine of their first 11 games, 
including a streak of seven consecutive wins, which stood as a school-record at the time. By season’s end, Holy Cross had captured its 
second-consecutive Patriot League title and earned a trip to the NCAA play-in.

The 1997 team was awarded the ‘Team Award of Excellence’ by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Governor’s Committee on Physical 
Fitness, while the 1998 team compiled the most wins in school history (16 wins), which ranked 18th nationally. 

After a rebuilding year in 1999, the Crusaders claimed their third Patriot League title and first outright regular season title with a perfect 6-0 
record in 2000. Holy Cross finished its impressive season ranked second in the nation in team defense and 11th in both winning percentage 
and margin of victory, having received top 20 votes throughout the season. The Crusaders started the 2001 season by winning nine of their first 
10 games en route to their second-consecutive regular season title. Holy Cross tied for fourth in the nation in team defense, ranked 14th in 
margin of victory and tied for 18th in winning percentage in 2001. At one point during the season, the Crusaders were ranked 20th nationally. 

In 2002, Holy Cross rallied from a 1-4 start to the season to finish 10-10 overall, highlighted by a 3-1 upset victory over 19th-ranked Syracuse 
at the Hart Turf Field. The Crusaders then made their second consecutive appearance in the Patriot League championship game in 2003 
with a 13-7 record which included an impressive five-game winning streak and 5-1 record in the conference. In 2004, Holy Cross won 11 
games and clinched the third-seed in the Patriot League tournament with a 3-2 conference record, before falling to eventual runner-up 
Colgate in the semifinals.

In 2005, the Crusaders got off to a slow 1-4 start, but bounced back to win 10 games, and again earned the third seed in the Patriot League 
tournament with a 3-2 mark in league play. Holy Cross upset second-seeded Bucknell 3-1 in the tournament semifinals, but fell to No. 5 
American 4-2 in the championship game. Just two weeks earlier, Holy Cross took the nationally-ranked Eagles to overtime.

In the 2006 season, the Crusaders posted the longest winning streak in school history with 10 straight victories and had one of the best 
overall records in program history with a 14-6 mark. Holy Cross also tied the all-time record for the most goals scored in a season with 59. 
The Crusaders’ 4-1 mark in the Patriot League regular season earned them the No. 2 seed in the tournament, as they defeated Lafayette 5-2 
in the semifinals and fell to American, 5-3 in the finals. The 2007 campaign marked the Crusaders last season under Galligan. 

NEW BEGINNINGS
After serving as assistant coach since 2005, Holy Cross Varsity Club Hall-of-Famer Ali Hawk took over the reigns. In 2008,  Erin Singleton 
became the first ever goalie to be named Patriot League Goalkeeper of the Year for three straight years. Also that year, two players were 
named to the NFHCA Academic Squad. In 2009, Kaitlyn Barnes and  Courtney Callahan were named to the first and second All-Patriot League 
teams. Five Crusaders were named to the 2009 NFHCA Academic Squad. 
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The 2010 campaign marked a new head coaching era, as Zowie Tucker, a former associate head coach at Northeastern, took over the reigns. 
She saw two players earn All-Patriot League honors (Alanna Sikorski and Lindsay MacPhail) and had 10 players named to the Patriot League 
Academic Honor Roll. Two more players were selected All-Patriot League in 2011 (Jamie Caniglia and Mackenzie Peet) as coach Tucker earned 
her first win at the helm of the program against Siena on Sept. 7. In 2012, Tucker picked up her first Patriot League win on Sept. 29 at Lehigh. 
She also had two players selected All-Patriot League (Carly Grimaudo and Michelle McNeil). Eight players were named to the Patriot League 
Academic Honor Roll in 2012, while five players made the NFHCA Academic Squad. In 2013, Tucker led the Crusaders to five wins on the 
season, the most since 2008. Grimaudo also earned first team All-Patriot League in 2013 and McNeil claimed Academic All-Patriot League 
accolades. Eleven Crusaders claimed spots on the Patriot League Academic Honor Roll, while eight were selected to the NFHCA Academic 
Squad. In 2014, McNeil earned second team All-Patriot League and Academic All-Patriot League team honors for the second time in her 
career, while 13 Crusaders earned spots on the Academic Honor Roll

On January 30, 2015, Lindsay Jackson was named head coach of the Crusaders after holding the same roll at Limestone College since 
2008. In 2015, Jackson led the Crusaders to their most wins since the 2006 season. She also claimed the most wins by a first year head 
coach in program history. In 2016, Jackson led the Crusaders to their first Patriot League Tournament appearance since 2006, where they 
were eliminated in the semifinal round with a narrow 1-0 loss to American. The season was highlighted by a dominant 37-point season 
from Maureen Connolly, and an impressive breakout season from freshman goalkeeper Marcia LaPlante. A walk-on with the team who also 
competes with women’s ice hockey, LaPlante posted the best save percentage in the nation at .817, and won the Patriot League’ Goalkeeper 
of the Year and Rookie of the Year honors.

ACADEMIC SUCCESS
As impressively as Holy Cross’ student-athletes have performed on the field, their accomplishments in the classroom may be even more 
impressive. Former head coach, Ali (Roberts) Hawk was named the 1998 Patriot League Field Hockey Scholar-Athlete of the Year, while 58 
Holy Cross players — 34 of them multiple honorees — have been selected to the NFHCA National Academic Squad over the last 22 years. 
In addition, Holy Cross student-athletes have annually earned places on the Patriot League Academic Honor Roll by earning a varsity letter 
and a 3.2 grade-point average, including an astounding 17 players during the 1996 season. Holy Cross alumnae Marybeth Clark, Lauren 
Coletta, Sarah Cox, Michelle Fecteau, Kati Griffith, Kelly Holmes, Cat Kerman, Sony Kuhn, Jillian LeClair, Lindsay MacPhail, Caitlin Moynihan, 
Julie Silva, Kirsten Walther and Heather Yanusas are the only four-time honorees. In addition, LeClair, Kuhn, Coletta, MacPhail, Walther and 
Christina Zorzi are the program’s only players to have earned spots on the NFHCA National Academic Squad each of their four seasons.


